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In this important collection, eighteen renowned writers, including David Remnick, Zadie Smith, Rebecca
Skloot, Rory Stewart, and Adam Gopnik evoke the spirit and history of some of the world’s most recognized
and significant city squares, accompanied by illustrations from equally distinguished photographers.

Over half of the world’s citizens now live in cities, and this number is rapidly growing. At the heart of these
municipalities is the square—the defining urban public space since the dawn of democracy in Ancient
Greece. Each square stands for a larger theme in history: cultural, geopolitical, anthropological, or
architectural, and each of the eighteen luminary writers has contributed his or her own innate talent,
prodigious research, and local knowledge.

Divided into three parts: Culture, Geopolitics, History, headlined by Michael Kimmelman, David Remnick,
and George Packer, this significant anthology shows the city square in new light. Jehane Noujaim, award-
winning filmmaker, takes the reader through her return to Tahrir Square during the 2011 protest; Rory
Stewart, diplomat and author, chronicles a square in Kabul which has come and gone several times over five
centuries; Ari Shavit describes the dramatic changes of central Tel Aviv’s Rabin Square; Rick Stengel,
editor, author, and journalist, recounts the power of Mandela’s choice of the Grand Parade, Cape Town, a
huge market square to speak to the world right after his release from twenty-seven years in prison; while
award-winning journalist Gillian Tett explores the concept of the virtual square in the age of social media.

This collection is an important lesson in history, a portrait of the world we live in today, as well as an
exercise in thinking about the future. Evocative and compelling, City Squares will change the way you walk
through a city.

Contributors include:

David Adjaye on Jemma e-Fnna, Marrakech • Anne Applebaum on Red Square, Moscow and Grand Market
Square, Krakow • Chrystia Freeland on Euromaiden, Kiev • Adam Gopnik on Place des Vosges, Paris •
Alma Guillermoprieto on Zocalo, Mexico City • Jehane Noujaim on Tahrir Square, Cairo • Evan Osnos on
Tiananmen Square, Beijing • Andrew Roberts on Residential Squares, London • Elif Shafak on Taksim
Square, Istanbul • Rebecca Skloot on American Town Squares • Ari Shavit on Rabin Square, Tel Aviv •
Zadie Smith on the grand piazzas of Rome and Venice • Richard Stengel on Market Square, Grand Parade,
Cape Town • Rory Stewart on Murad Khane, Kabul • Plus contributions by Gillian Tett, George Packer,
David Remnick, and Michael Kimmelman; illustrations and photographs from renowned photographers,
including: Thomas Struth, Philip Lorca di Corcia, and Josef Koudelka
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From reader reviews:

Betty Abbott:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading whatever they
consider because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading through a book?
Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you
should have this City Squares: Eighteen Writers on the Spirit and Significance of Squares Around the World.

Donald Labelle:

This City Squares: Eighteen Writers on the Spirit and Significance of Squares Around the World usually are
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this City Squares:
Eighteen Writers on the Spirit and Significance of Squares Around the World can be one of several great
books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that
maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this City Squares: Eighteen Writers on the
Spirit and Significance of Squares Around the World giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Thomas Heiden:

City Squares: Eighteen Writers on the Spirit and Significance of Squares Around the World can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing City Squares: Eighteen Writers on the Spirit and Significance of Squares
Around the World but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Billie Brown:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to



reach Chinese's country. So , this City Squares: Eighteen Writers on the Spirit and Significance of Squares
Around the World can make you experience more interested to read.
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