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The first biography of a nineteenth-century genius, the man who plotted Manhattan’s famous city
grid.

John Randel Jr. (1787–1865) was an eccentric and flamboyant surveyor. Renowned for his inventiveness as
well as for his bombast and irascibility, Randel was central to Manhattan’s development but died in financial
ruin. Telling Randel’s engrossing and dramatic life story for the first time, this eye-opening biography
introduces an unheralded pioneer of American engineering and mapmaking.

Charged with “gridding” what was then an undeveloped, hilly island, Randel recorded the contours of
Manhattan down to the rocks on its shores. He was obsessed with accuracy and steeped in the values of the
Enlightenment, in which math and science promised dominion over nature. The result was a series of maps,
astonishing in their detail and precision, which undergird our knowledge about the island today. During his
varied career Randel created surveying devices, designed an early elevated subway, and proposed a
controversial alternative route for the Erie Canal?winning him admirers and enemies.

The Measure of Manhattan is more than just the life of an unrecognized engineer. It is about the ways in
which surveying and cartography changed the ground beneath our feet. Bringing Randel’s story into the
present, Holloway travels with contemporary surveyors and scientists trying to envision Manhattan as a wild
island once again. Illustrated with dozens of historical images and antique maps, The Measure of Manhattan
is an absorbing story of a fascinating man that captures the era when Manhattan?indeed, the entire
country?still seemed new, the moment before canals and railroads helped draw a grid across the American
landscape.

24 illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Alex Levey:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The
Measure of Manhattan: The Tumultuous Career and Surprising Legacy of John Randel, Jr., Cartographer,
Surveyor, Inventor? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Tammara Dejesus:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Measure of Manhattan: The Tumultuous
Career and Surprising Legacy of John Randel, Jr., Cartographer, Surveyor, Inventor is our recommendation
to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Anthony Perez:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
The Measure of Manhattan: The Tumultuous Career and Surprising Legacy of John Randel, Jr.,
Cartographer, Surveyor, Inventor.

David Yoon:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This The Measure of Manhattan: The
Tumultuous Career and Surprising Legacy of John Randel, Jr., Cartographer, Surveyor, Inventor is simple to
create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to
bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can
save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.
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