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How do Supreme Court justices decide their cases? Do they follow their policy preferences? Or are they
constrained by the law and by other political actors? The Constrained Court combines new theoretical
insights and extensive data analysis to show that law and politics together shape the behavior of justices on
the Supreme Court.

Michael Bailey and Forrest Maltzman show how two types of constraints have influenced the decision
making of the modern Court. First, Bailey and Maltzman document that important legal doctrines, such as
respect for precedents, have influenced every justice since 1950. The authors find considerable variation in
how these doctrines affect each justice, variation due in part to the differing experiences justices have
brought to the bench. Second, Bailey and Maltzman show that justices are constrained by political factors.
Justices are not isolated from what happens in the legislative and executive branches, and instead respond in
predictable ways to changes in the preferences of Congress and the president.

The Constrained Court shatters the myth that justices are unconstrained actors who pursue their personal
policy preferences at all costs. By showing how law and politics interact in the construction of American
law, this book sheds new light on the unique role that the Supreme Court plays in the constitutional order.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Pearce:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Constrained Court: Law, Politics, and the Decisions
Justices Make.

Colleen Key:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read will be The
Constrained Court: Law, Politics, and the Decisions Justices Make.

Juanita Hernandez:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer could be The Constrained Court: Law, Politics, and the Decisions Justices Make
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.

Jose Jones:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book The Constrained Court: Law, Politics, and the
Decisions Justices Make to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see
it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
available a book and learn it. Beside that the book The Constrained Court: Law, Politics, and the Decisions
Justices Make can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of these time.
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