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Byzantium has recently attracted much attention, but principally among cultural, social and economic
historians. This book shifts the focus to intellectual history, exploring the thoughts of visionary reformer
Gemistos Plethon (c.1355-1452). It argues that Plethon brought to their fulfilment latent tendencies among
Byzantine humanists towards a distinctive anti-Christian and pagan outlook. His magnum opus, the pagan
Nomoi, was meant to provide an alternative to and escape-route from the polarity of the Orthodoxy of
Gregory Palamas and Thomism. It was also a groundbreaking reaction to the bankruptcy of a pre-existing
humanist agenda and to aborted attempts at the secularisation of the State, whose cause Plethon had himself
championed in his two utopian Memoranda. Inspired by Plato, Plethon's secular utopianism and paganism
emerge as the two sides of a single coin. On another level, the book challenges anti-essentialist scholarship
that views paganism and Christianity as social and cultural constructions.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Fleming:

The book Radical Platonism in Byzantium: Illumination and Utopia in Gemistos Plethon (Cambridge
Classical Studies) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must
we leave the good thing like a book Radical Platonism in Byzantium: Illumination and Utopia in Gemistos
Plethon (Cambridge Classical Studies)? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge
or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Radical
Platonism in Byzantium: Illumination and Utopia in Gemistos Plethon (Cambridge Classical Studies) has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world
by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Adelina Thompson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important normally. The book Radical Platonism in Byzantium: Illumination and Utopia in
Gemistos Plethon (Cambridge Classical Studies) was making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Radical Platonism in
Byzantium: Illumination and Utopia in Gemistos Plethon (Cambridge Classical Studies) is not only giving
you far more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book Radical Platonism in
Byzantium: Illumination and Utopia in Gemistos Plethon (Cambridge Classical Studies). You never really
feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Timothy Austin:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it.
It is called of book Radical Platonism in Byzantium: Illumination and Utopia in Gemistos Plethon
(Cambridge Classical Studies). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware
about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Jason Ayers:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books



that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Radical Platonism in Byzantium: Illumination and
Utopia in Gemistos Plethon (Cambridge Classical Studies).
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