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Manny Farber (1917–2008) was a unique figure among American movie critics. Champion of what he called
"termite art" (focused, often eccentric virtuosity as opposed to "white elephant" monumentality), master of a
one-of-a-kind prose style whose jazz-like phrasing and incandescent twists and turns made every review an
adventure, he has long been revered by his peers. Susan Sontag called him "the liveliest, smartest, most
original film critic this country ever produced"; for Peter Bogdanovich, he was "razor-sharp in his
perceptions" and "never less than brilliant as a writer."

Farber was an early discoverer of many filmmakers later acclaimed as American masters: Val Lewton,
Preston Sturges, Samuel Fuller, Raoul Walsh, Anthony Mann. A prodigiously gifted painter himself, he
brought to his writing an artist's eye for what was on the screen. Alert to any filmmaker, no matter how
marginal or unsung, who was "doing go-for-broke art and not caring what comes of it," he was
uncompromising in his contempt for pretension and trendiness, for, as he put it, directors who "pin the
viewer to the wall and slug him with wet towels of artiness and significance." 

The excitement of his criticism, however, has less to do with his particular likes and dislikes than with the
quality of attention he paid to each film as it unfolds, to the "chains of rapport and intimate knowledge" in its
moment-to-moment reality. To transcribe that knowledge he created a prose that, in Robert Polito's words,
allows for "oddities, muddles, crises, contradictions, dead ends, multiple alternatives, and divergent vistas."
The result is critical essays that are themselves works of art. 

Farber on Film brings together this extraordinary body of work in its entirety for the first time, from his
early and previously uncollected weekly reviews for The New Republic and The Nation to his brilliant later
essays (some written in collaboration with his wife Patricia Patterson) on Godard, Fassbinder, Herzog,
Scorsese, Altman, and others. Featuring an introduction by editor Robert Polito that examines in detail the
stages of Farber's career and his enduring significance as writer and thinker, Farber on Film is a landmark
volume that will be a classic in American criticism.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Parkin:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Farber on Film: The Complete Film Writings
of Manny Faber: A Special Publication of The Library of America. You can choose the best book if you'd
prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book Farber on Film: The Complete
Film Writings of Manny Faber: A Special Publication of The Library of America. You can add information
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can
learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Vera Harris:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Farber on Film:
The Complete Film Writings of Manny Faber: A Special Publication of The Library of America suitable to
you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Farber on Film:
The Complete Film Writings of Manny Faber: A Special Publication of The Library of Americais a single of
several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their
idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will
give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on
this book.

Daniel Young:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Farber on Film: The Complete Film Writings
of Manny Faber: A Special Publication of The Library of America can be the respond to, oh how comes?
The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Bridgett Killion:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their hobby.
They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Farber on Film: The Complete Film Writings of Manny Faber: A Special Publication



of The Library of America can make you really feel more interested to read.
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