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The Tazza Farnese is one of the most admired objects from classical antiquity. A libation bowl carved from
banded agate, it features Medusa's head on its outside and, inside, an assembly of Egyptian gods. For more
than two millennia, these radiant figures have mesmerized emperors and artists, popes and thieves,
merchants and museum goers.

In this, the first book-length account of this renowned masterpiece, Marina Belozerskaya traces its
fascinating journey through history. That it has survived at all isamiracle. The Tazza's origins date back to
Ptolemaic Egypt where it likely enhanced the power and prestige of Cleopatra. After her defeat by Emperor
Augustus, the bowl began an amazing itinerary along many flashpointsin world history. It likely traveled
from Rome to Constantinople. After that city's sack by crusadersin 1204, it returned west to inspire the
classical revival at the court of Holy Roman Emperor Frederick |1 at Palermo. The Tazza next graced
Tamerlane's court at Samargand, before becoming an obsession of Renaissance popes and princes. It
witnessed the rediscovery of Pompeii and Herculaneum, the turbulent aftermath of the French Revolution,
and the birth of the modern Italian state. Throughout its journey, the Tazza aroused the lust of Greek, Roman,
Byzantine, and Mongol rulers, consoled a heart-broken duchess, inspired artists including Botticelli and
Raphael, tempted spies and thieves, and drew the ire of a deranged museum guard who nearly destroyed it.
More than a biography of the world's most cherished bowl, Medusa's Gaze is avivid and delightful voyage
through history.
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From reader reviews:
Margaret Stanley:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Medusa's Gaze: The Extraordinary Journey of the Tazza Farnese
(Emblems of Antiquity). Try to make book Medusa's Gaze: The Extraordinary Journey of the Tazza Farnese
(Emblems of Antiquity) asyour pal. It meansthat it can to become your friend when you experience aone
and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you alot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need
to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

David Hester:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Medusa's Gaze: The Extraordinary
Journey of the Tazza Farnese (Emblems of Antiquity) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading behavior al over the world can be said as the method for people to
know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Medusa's Gaze: The Extraordinary
Journey of the Tazza Farnese (Emblems of Antiquity) become your own personal starter.

Thomas Carroll:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This e-book Medusa's Gaze: The Extraordinary Journey of the Tazza Farnese
(Emblems of Antiquity) was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike at this point, many
ways to get book that you just wanted.

Thomas Baier:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
aswell asto make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
internal or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictureson there. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore this Medusa's Gaze: The Extraordinary Journey of the Tazza Farnese (Emblems
of Antiquity) can make you experience more interested to read.
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