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From 1880 through the 1950s, the New York, Ontario & Western Railway hauled coal from the rich
anthracite deposits of eastern Pennsylvania to homes throughout the eastern United States and Canada. In
Hard Coal and Coal Cars, Martin Robert Karig chronicles the rise and fall of the O & W’s coal hauling
operation in a richly illustrated work that interweaves economic, industrial, and technological history. 

Karig opens his history with the intense competition for the rights to eastern Pennsylvania’s lucrative coal-
hauling business. He then details the technological developments that transformed coal cars from wooden
carts carrying just a few hundred pounds to steel hoppers hauling several tons. Bringing the story into the
twentieth century, Karig explains how the O & W’s ownership ultimately abandoned the coal-hauling
business in the 1950s as coal was supplanted by more reliable and convenient home heating fuels. 

Rich with the romance of the railroad and crucial to any understanding of Pennsylvania history, Hard Coal
and Coal Cars will be the definitive book on a fascinating chapter of American life.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Kiser:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
sense happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Hard Coal and
Coal Cars: Hauling Anthracite on the New York, Ontario & Western Railway is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader capricious experience.

Rita Kirby:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Hard Coal and Coal Cars: Hauling Anthracite on the New York, Ontario & Western Railway your
head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion
and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Hard Coal and Coal Cars: Hauling Anthracite on
the New York, Ontario & Western Railway giving you another experience more than blown away the mind
but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Richard Bennett:

Hard Coal and Coal Cars: Hauling Anthracite on the New York, Ontario & Western Railway can be one of
your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Hard Coal and Coal Cars: Hauling Anthracite on the New York, Ontario & Western
Railway yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial imagining.

Ruth Vigue:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
From the book Hard Coal and Coal Cars: Hauling Anthracite on the New York, Ontario & Western Railway
we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a



book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this
book Hard Coal and Coal Cars: Hauling Anthracite on the New York, Ontario & Western Railway. You can
more pleasing than now.
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