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The effects of the Civil War on civilian life in Texas are powerfully conveyed in the correspondence of Dr.
Gideon Lincecum (1793–1874), a natural scientist and philosopher who moved to Texas in 1848 with his
family of ten children and settled in Washington County. Having retired from an extensive and lucrative
botanical medical practice in Mississippi, Gideon devoted much of his time in Texas before the war to
studying the natural sciences and carrying on an extensive correspondence that included Northern scientists
and even Charles Darwin. He used a letterpress to make copies of almost all of his letters, and these
letterpress volumes, totaling more than a thousand pages, were preserved by one of his daughters. Gideon’s
letters provide a rich and detailed account of how one individual and his large extended family, all of whom
were strongly committed to the Confederacy, kept up with the progress of the conflict and coped with the
multitude of problems it created.

Lincecum’s resourcefulness in the face of shortages included weaving spanish moss into blankets and
investigating the papermaking potential of milkweed. He was always optimistic about the prospects of the
Confederacy and always willing to further the cause however he could. His dedication to the South often led
him into astonishing diatribes, as when he wrote his son Lysander: “It would be a gratifying thing to my
feelings, to be certified that every man, woman and child in the bounds of the confederacy had taken a
solemn oath that to die fighting is far preferable to submission, and so long as they have life and strength to
damage a yankee in any manner or form that they will continue to do so.”
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From reader reviews:

Miles Towles:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you'll have this Gideon Lincecum's Sword: Civil War Letters from the Texas Home Front.

Alice Ybarra:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what one you should start with. This Gideon Lincecum's Sword: Civil War Letters from
the Texas Home Front is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

David Goodspeed:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning
books but if you want experience happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The
Gideon Lincecum's Sword: Civil War Letters from the Texas Home Front is kind of publication which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Bernard Kovach:

Precisely why? Because this Gideon Lincecum's Sword: Civil War Letters from the Texas Home Front is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in
such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your skill
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to
the reserve store hurriedly.
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