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Focusing on the art of self-portraiture, this effortlessly engaging exploration of the lives of artists sheds
fascinating light on some of the most extraordinary portraits in art history. Self-portraits catch your eye.
They seem to do it deliberately. Walk into any art gallery and they draw attention to themselves. Come
across them in the world's museums and you get a strange shock of recognition, rather like glimpsing your
own reflection. For in picturing themselves artists reveal something far deeper than their own physical looks:
the truth about how they hope to be viewed by the world, and how they wish to see themselves. In this
beautifully written and lavishly illustrated book, Laura Cumming, art critic of the Observer, investigates the
drama of the self-portrait, from Durer, Rembrandt and Velazquez to Munch, Picasso, Warhol and the present
day. She considers how and why self-portraits look as they do and what they reveal about the artist's
innermost sense of self -- as well as the curious ways in which they may imitate our behaviour in real life.
Drawing on art, literature, history, philosophy and biography to examine the creative process in an entirely
fresh way, Cumming offers a riveting insight into the intimate truths and elaborate fictions of self-portraiture
and the lives of those who practise it. A work of remarkable depth, scope and power, this is a book for
anyone who has ever wondered about the strange dichotomy between the innermost self and the self we
choose to present for posterity -- our face to the world.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Price:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide A Face to the World: On Self-Portraits will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Charlotte Womble:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is usually A Face to the World: On Self-Portraits.

Jerry Smith:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like A Face to the World: On Self-Portraits
which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Avis Marguez:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of
several books in the top listing in your reading list will be A Face to the World: On Self-Portraits. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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