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From acclaimed humorist William Thomas comes the funny yet poignant story of a thoroughbred
racehorse that lost 100 races in a row -- but, in everyone's eyes, became the ultimate winner.

On April 20, 1991, at Capritaur Farms in Upstate New York, Zippy Chippy strolled into the world. He was
born from American horse racing royalty -- Compliance (his father was Kentucky Derby-winner Northern
Dancer; his great-grandfather Native Dancer, the Preakness and Belmont Stakes winner) and Listen Lady
(great-granddaughter of Native Dancer). Even before his birth, the hopes (not to mention the bill for his
planned production) for Zippy Chippy were high. His pedigree was horse racing gold: Northern Dancer, Man
o' War, Count Fleet, Bold Ruler, War Admiral, and Buckpasser were all ancestors. His success and glory
seemed inevitable.
     But moments after his birth, Zippy Chippy struggled to his feet, took two steps forward . . . and stopped
dead in his tracks. He looked around, took in his surroundings, maybe indulged in a little daydream, then
promptly lay down for a nap in the straw. And thus began Zippy Chippy's storied racing career.
     Vince Lombardi, one of the greatest NFL coaches of all time, famously said, "Winning isn't everything,
it's the only thing." These words have become the battle cry of athletes, coaches, and teams everywhere, but
over the years, sports have taken on a literal interpretation of Lombardi's mantra. Match-fixing, doping,
sabotage, cocky and mean sportsmanship, all in the name of winning, have infiltrated and scandalized games,
teams, reputations, and newspaper headlines. Yet, since his first moments in the world, Zippy Chippy
ignored Lombardi and turned his nose at the concept of winning-at-all-costs. In fact, he decided to not win at
all, losing, over the course of his career, 100 consecutive races, at some of the greatest tracks in the country:
Belmont Park, Aqueduct, Finger Lakes, and Suffolk Downs among them. And he did so with his owner,
Felix Monserrate, by his side -- a man who refused to sell Zippy, or even retire him, simply because he
couldn't come in first. Soon, Zippy's cheering squad grew to include people who, enchanted by his story,
would travel from all over North America to watch him lose but then happily gallop back to his stable. To
them, Zippy Chippy was just like them; someone who wasn't an athlete with a million-dollar contract, or
someone with movie star looks -- he was a creature who struggled, who lost, and who failed even the lowest
of expectations. But, somehow, he found a way to enjoy himself and eagerly return for the next race.
     Told with laugh-out-loud wit and a lot of heart, The Legend of Zippy Chippy is the story of the losing-est
racehorse in North American history -- a perpetual loser who would become the winning thoroughbred in
professional horse racing to steal peoples' hearts.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

David Dugas:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Legend of Zippy Chippy: Life Lessons
from Horse Racing's Most Lovable Loser. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look
for the internet sources or other social media.

Earnestine Marcus:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The Legend of
Zippy Chippy: Life Lessons from Horse Racing's Most Lovable Loser suitable to you? Typically the book
was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Legend of Zippy Chippy: Life
Lessons from Horse Racing's Most Lovable Loseris one of several books in which everyone read now. This
book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension
that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily
to know the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Timothy Duchene:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Legend of Zippy Chippy: Life Lessons from Horse Racing's Most Lovable Loser, you can tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
publication.

Melissa Kim:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful photographs
on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.



Therefore , this The Legend of Zippy Chippy: Life Lessons from Horse Racing's Most Lovable Loser can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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