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The dominant narrative of the role of white citizens and the white church in Mississippi's civil rights era
focuses on their intense resistance to change. The "Born of Conviction" statement, signed by twenty-eight
white Methodist pastors and published in the Mississippi Methodist Advocate on January 2, 1963, offered an
alternative witness to the segregationist party line. Calling for freedom of the pulpit and reminding readers of
the Methodist Discipline's claim that the teachings of Jesus permit "no discrimination because of race, color,
or creed," the pastors sought to speak to and for a mostly silent yet significant minority of Mississippians,
and to lead white Methodists to join the conversation on the need for racial justice. The document
additionally expressed support for public schools and opposition to any attempt to close them, and affirmed
the signers' opposition to Communism. Though a few individuals, both laity and clergy, voiced public
affirmation of "Born of Conviction," the overwhelming reaction was negative-by mid-1964, eighteen of the
signers had left Mississippi, evidence of the challenges faced by whites who offered even mild dissent to
massive resistance in the Deep South.

Dominant narratives, however, rarely tell the whole story. The statement caused a significant crack in the
public unanimity of Mississippi white resistance. Signers and their public supporters also received private
messages of gratitude for their stand, and eight of the signers would remain in the Methodist ministry in
Mississippi until retirement. Born of Conviction tells the story of "the Twenty-Eight" illuminating the impact
on the larger culture of this attempt by white clergy to support race relations change. The book explores the
theological and ethical understandings of the signers through an account of their experiences before, during,
and after the statement's publication. It also offers a detailed portrait of both public and private expressions
of the theology and ethics of white Mississippi Methodists in general, as revealed by their responses to the
"Born of Conviction" controversy.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Bass:

Here thing why this specific Born of Conviction: White Methodists and Mississippi's Closed Society are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Born of Conviction: White Methodists and
Mississippi's Closed Society giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication
out there but there is no publication that similar with Born of Conviction: White Methodists and Mississippi's
Closed Society. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened
in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park,
café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of Born of Conviction: White Methodists and Mississippi's Closed Society in e-book can be
your option.

Angela Kiefer:

This book untitled Born of Conviction: White Methodists and Mississippi's Closed Society to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Earl Wright:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled Born of
Conviction: White Methodists and Mississippi's Closed Society your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get prior to. The Born of Conviction: White Methodists and Mississippi's Closed Society giving you
another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life on
this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare
time activity?

Debra Treat:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Born of Conviction:
White Methodists and Mississippi's Closed Society which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this



book? Let's notice.
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