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It was common knowledge in early modern England that sexual desire was malleable, and could be increased
or decreased by a range of foods - including artichokes, oysters and parsnips. This book argues that these
aphrodisiacs wereused not simply for sexual pleasure, but, more importantly, to enhance fertility and
reproductive success; and that at that time sexual desire and pleasure were felt to be far more intimately
connected to conception and fertilitythan is the case today. It draws on a range of sources to show how, from
the sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries, aphrodisiacs were recommended for the treatment of infertility, and
how men and women utilised them to regulate their fertility. Via themes such as gender, witchcraft and
domestic medical practice, it shows that aphrodisiacs were more than just sexual curiosities - they were
medicines which operated in a number of different ways unfamiliar now, and their use illuminates popular
understandings of sex and reproduction in this period.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Sandler:

This book untitled Aphrodisiacs, Fertility and Medicine in Early Modern England (Royal Historical Society
Studies in History New Series) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because
when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the
book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to
you to past this book from your list.

Rachel Louviere:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Aphrodisiacs, Fertility and Medicine in Early Modern England
(Royal Historical Society Studies in History New Series) why because the great cover that make you
consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Janice Smith:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Aphrodisiacs, Fertility and Medicine in Early
Modern England (Royal Historical Society Studies in History New Series) can give you a lot of good friends
because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great men
and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Aphrodisiacs, Fertility and Medicine in Early Modern England
(Royal Historical Society Studies in History New Series).

Allen Green:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
heart or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Aphrodisiacs, Fertility and Medicine in Early
Modern England (Royal Historical Society Studies in History New Series) can make you experience more



interested to read.
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