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The news of Abraham Lincoln’s assassination on April 15, 1865, just days after Confederate surrender,
astounded the war-weary nation. Massive crowds turned out for services and ceremonies. Countless
expressions of grief and dismay were printed in newspapers and preached in sermons. Public responses to the
assassination have been well chronicled, but this book is the first to delve into the personal and intimate
responses of everyday people—northerners and southerners, soldiers and civilians, black people and white,
men and women, rich and poor.
 
Through deep and thoughtful exploration of diaries, letters, and other personal writings penned during the
spring and summer of 1865, Martha Hodes, one of our finest historians, captures the full range of reactions to
the president’s death—far more diverse than public expressions would suggest. She tells a story of shock,
glee, sorrow, anger, blame, and fear. “’Tis the saddest day in our history,” wrote a mournful man. It was “an
electric shock to my soul,” wrote a woman who had escaped from slavery. “Glorious News!” a Lincoln
enemy exulted. “Old Lincoln is dead, and I will kill the goddamned Negroes now,” an angry white
southerner ranted. For the black soldiers of the Fifty-Fourth Massachusetts, it was all “too overwhelming, too
lamentable, too distressing” to absorb.
 
There are many surprises in the story Hodes tells, not least the way in which even those utterly devastated by
Lincoln’s demise easily interrupted their mourning rituals to attend to the most mundane aspects of everyday
life. There is also the unexpected and unabated virulence of Lincoln’s northern critics, and the way
Confederates simultaneously celebrated Lincoln’s death and instantly—on the very day he died—cast him as
a fallen friend to the defeated white South.
 
Hodes brings to life a key moment of national uncertainty and confusion, when competing visions of
America’s future proved irreconcilable and hopes for racial justice in the aftermath of the Civil War slipped
from the nation’s grasp. Hodes masterfully brings the tragedy of Lincoln’s assassination alive in human
terms—terms that continue to stagger and rivet us one hundred and fifty years after the event they so
strikingly describe.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Urso:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's why,
by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Mourning Lincoln book as
basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Donald Howard:

This book untitled Mourning Lincoln to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is
because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in
the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no
reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Jerry Bonner:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
long to reading a publication. The book Mourning Lincoln it is rather good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Donna Muniz:

You can obtain this Mourning Lincoln by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various.
Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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