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Recent scandals like WikiLeaks and Edward Snowden's disclosure of NSA documents have brought public
debates over government accountability and secrecy bubbling to the surface. How can modern democracies
balance the need for privacy in delicate foreign policy matters with the necessity of openness in gaining and
maintaining the trust of citizens? Democracies keep secrets from potential enemies and their citizens. This
simple fact challenges the surprisingly prevalent assumption that foreign policy successes and failures can be
attributed to public transparency and accountability. In fact, the ability to keep secrets has aided democratic
victories from the European and Pacific theatres in World War II to the global competition of the Cold War.
At the same time, executive discretion over the capacity to classify information created the opportunity for
abuse that contributed to Watergate, as well as domestic spying and repression in France, Norway and
Canada over the past forty years.

Therefore, democracies face a secrecy dilemma. Secrecy is useful, but once a group or person has the ability
to decide what information is concealed from a rival, citizens can no longer monitor that information. How
then can the public be assured that national security policies are not promoting hidden corruption or
incompetence? As Democracy Declassified shows, it is indeed possible for democracies to keep secrets
while also maintaining useful national security oversight institutions that can deter abuse and reassure the
public.

Understanding secrecy and oversight in democracies helps us explain not only why the Maginot Line rose
and the French Republic fell, or how the US stumbled but eventually won the Cold War, but more generally
how democracies can benefit from both public consent and necessary national security secrets. At a time
when ubiquitous debates over the issue of institutional accountability and transparency have reached a fever
pitch, Democracy Declassified provides a grounded and important view on the connection between the role
of secrecy in democratic governance and foreign policy-making.
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From reader reviews:

Yvonne Wagner:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Democracy Declassified: The Secrecy
Dilemma in National Security to read.

Laura Thompson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a reserve. The book Democracy Declassified: The Secrecy Dilemma in National
Security it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual
e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book offers high quality.

Harry Oliver:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Democracy Declassified: The Secrecy Dilemma in National Security offer you a new experience in reading
through a book.

Maude Porter:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named
of book Democracy Declassified: The Secrecy Dilemma in National Security. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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