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John Maynard Keynes expected that around the year 2030 people would only work 15 hours a week. In the
mid-1960s, Jean Fourastié still anticipated the introduction of the 30-hour week in the year 2000, when
productivity would continue to grow at an established pace. Productivity growth slowed down somewhat in
the 1970s and 1980s, but rebounded in the 1990s with the spread of new information and communication
technologies. The knowledge economy, however, did not bring about a jobless future or a world without
work, as some scholars had predicted. With few exceptions, work hours of full-time employees have hardly
fallen in the advanced capitalist countries in the last three decades, while in a number of countries they have
actually increased since the 1980s.

This book takes the persistence of long work hours as starting point to investigate the relationship between
capitalism and work time. It does so by discussing major theoretical schools and their explanations for the
length and distribution of work hours, as well as tracing major changes in production and reproduction
systems, and analyzing their consequences for work hours.

Furthermore, this volume explores the struggle for shorter work hours, starting from the introduction of the
ten-hour work day in the nineteenth century to the introduction of the 35-hour week in France and Germany
at the end of the twentieth century. However, the book also shows how neoliberalism has eroded collective
work time regulations and resulted in an increase and polarization of work hours since the 1980s. Finally, the
book argues that shorter work hours not only means more free time for workers, but also reduces inequality
and improves human and ecological sustainability.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Sanders:

This book untitled Capitalism and the Political Economy of Work Time (Routledge Frontiers of Political
Economy) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve
you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from
your list.

Lillian Albrecht:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Capitalism and the Political Economy of
Work Time (Routledge Frontiers of Political Economy) e-book written by well-known writer whose to say
well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger
then you still question Capitalism and the Political Economy of Work Time (Routledge Frontiers of Political
Economy) as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break
don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Bernice Cofield:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the top
record in your reading list will be Capitalism and the Political Economy of Work Time (Routledge Frontiers
of Political Economy). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.

Donald Burgess:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This book Capitalism and the Political Economy of Work Time (Routledge
Frontiers of Political Economy) was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge
about your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at
this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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