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Japan, which is among the most earthquake-prone regions in the world, has a long history of responding to
seismic disasters. However, despite advances in earthquake-related safety technologies, the destructiveness
of the magnitude 9 class earthquake and tsunami that struck the country on 3/11 raised profound questions
about how societies can deal effectively with seismic hazards. This important book places the devastating
earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear meltdown disaster in historical perspective, examining conceptions of
earthquakes since the seventeenth century, the diverse ways actual earthquakes and their aftermath played
out, and their enduring social and scientific significance. By looking backward, Gregory Smits identifies
future pitfalls to avoid and assesses the allocation of resources for dealing with future earthquake and
tsunami disasters. He criticizes Japan’s postwar quest for earthquake prediction and the concept of
“characteristic” earthquakes. Smits argues that earthquakes are so chaotic as to be unpredictable, not only
geologically but also in their social and cultural effects. Therefore, he contends, the best hope for future
disaster mitigation is antiseismic engineering and flexible disaster-relief capabilities. As the first sustained
historical analysis of destructive earthquakes and tsunamis, this book is an essential resource for anyone
interested in Japan, natural disasters, seismology, and environmental history.
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From reader reviews:

Jackie Lafond:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled When the Earth Roars: Lessons from the History of
Earthquakes in Japan (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives). Try to make book When the Earth Roars: Lessons from the
History of Earthquakes in Japan (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) as your friend. It means that it can to become
your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it
is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Alice Ybarra:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The When the
Earth Roars: Lessons from the History of Earthquakes in Japan (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) offer you a new
experience in studying a book.

Martin Solomon:

You can find this When the Earth Roars: Lessons from the History of Earthquakes in Japan
(Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your
solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you
just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current
ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Jeremy Reed:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book When the Earth Roars: Lessons from the History of
Earthquakes in Japan (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book When the Earth Roars: Lessons from the History of Earthquakes in Japan
(Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be
make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and
try to like reading that will.
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