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Highly illustrated and artfully researched, the book will draw readers into a unique space in one of
New York City's most popular boroughs.

The Accidental Playground explores the remarkable landscape created by individuals and small groups who
occupied and rebuilt an abandoned Brooklyn waterfront. While local residents, activists, garbage haulers,
real estate developers, speculators, and two city administrations fought over the fate of the former Brooklyn
Eastern District Terminal (BEDT), others simply took to this decaying edge, transforming it into a unique
venue for leisure, creative, and everyday practices. These occupiers and do-it-yourself builders created their
own waterfront parks and civic spaces absent every resource needed for successful urban development,
including plans, designs, capital, professional assistance, consensus, and permission from the waterfront's
owners. Amid trash, ruins, weeds, homeless encampments, and the operation of an active garbage
transfer station, they inadvertently created the "Brooklyn Riviera" and made this waterfront a
destination that offered much more than its panoramic vistas of the Manhattan skyline. The terminal evolved
into the home turf for unusual and sometimes spectacular recreational, social, and creative subcultures,
including the skateboarders who built a short-lived but nationally renowned skatepark, a twenty-five-piece
"public" marching band, fire performance troupes, artists, photographers, and filmmakers. At the same time
it served the basic recreational needs of local residents. Collapsing piers became great places to catch fish,
sunbathe, or take in the views; the foundation of a demolished warehouse became an ideal place to picnic,
practice music, or do an art project; rubble-strewn earth became a compelling setting for film and fashion
shoots; a broken bulkhead became a beach; and thick patches of weeds dotted by ailanthus trees became a
jungle. These reclamations, all but ignored by city and state governments and property interests that were set
to transform this waterfront, momentarily added to the distinctive cultural landscape of the city's most
bohemian and rapidly changing neighborhood.

Drawing on a rich mix of documentary strategies, including observation, ethnography, photography,
and first-person narrative, Daniel Campo probes this accidental playground, allowing those who created it
to share and examine their own narratives, perspectives, and conflicts. The multiple constituencies of this
waterfront were surprisingly diverse, their stories colorful and provocative. When taken together, Campo
argues, they suggest a radical reimagining of urban parks and public spaces, and the practices by which they
are created and maintained.

The Accidental Playground, which treats readers to an utterly compelling story, is an exciting and
distinctive contribution to the growing literature on unplanned spaces and practices in cities today.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Rogers:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Accidental Playground: Brooklyn
Waterfront Narratives of the Undesigned and Unplanned. All type of book could you see on many resources.
You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Elizabeth Fischer:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this
The Accidental Playground: Brooklyn Waterfront Narratives of the Undesigned and Unplanned.

Rayford Alexander:

The Accidental Playground: Brooklyn Waterfront Narratives of the Undesigned and Unplanned can be one
of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing The Accidental Playground: Brooklyn Waterfront Narratives of the Undesigned and Unplanned
however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information
that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial pondering.

John Stevenson:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Accidental Playground: Brooklyn Waterfront
Narratives of the Undesigned and Unplanned can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so
out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these publications have than the others?
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