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In this beautifully crafted book, Elizabeth Kendall tells the story of a family, of a passionate attachment
between a mother and a daughter and the sudden tragedy that tears it apart. American Daughter is also a
brilliant portrait of wellborn women's lives in cities and towns in the post-World War II era, as Kendall
evokes how difficult it was to become anything other than an American daughter, which meant being a
dependent woman.  
        
Occupying a coveted place in St. Louis's privileged high society, Henry and Betty Kendall seemed to be the
American dream come true: six children, a sprawling house, a legacy of higher education at Harvard and
Vassar. Yet underneath lay the flawed marriage of an idealistic young woman who made her eldest daughter
her best friend and turned civil rights into her salvation. Elizabeth maintained the family silence as
eccentricities began to appear in her father's behavior, along with whispers of financial difficulties. She
accompanied her mother back to Vassar for a summer program on the home and family, then came into her
own, away from her family, at the haven of a girls' summer camp and at Radcliffe. From the war-torn 1940s,
when young men in uniform, home on leave, went to debutante parties, through the seismic social changes of
the 1960s, Kendall tells the intertwined story of her mother and herself, of their powerful bond and how both
shaped their lives in response to it.
    
Unrelentingly honest, rich with humor and insights into families and women's lives, American Daughter is
both a poignant portrait of American life at the middle of the twentieth century, and a dual coming-of-age
story of a mother and a daughter, united by commitment and love, separated by a fatal accident-and by the
vastly different birthrights of their generations.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Clayton:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This American Daughter: Discovering My Mother
is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Arlen Bullock:

The book untitled American Daughter: Discovering My Mother contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the
new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Bobbie Wallace:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like American
Daughter: Discovering My Mother which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Martha Furman:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific American Daughter: Discovering My Mother can give
you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make
you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have American Daughter: Discovering My Mother.
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