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Why do human beings believe in divinities? Why do some seek eternal life, while others seek escape from
recurring lives? Why do the beliefs and behaviors we typically call "religious" so deeply affect the human
personality and so subtly weave their way through human society?

Revised and updated in this third edition, Nine Theories of Religion considers how these fundamental
questions have engaged the most important thinkers of the modern era. Accessible, systematic, and succinct,
it considers the Victorian anthropology of E. B. Tylor and J. G. Frazer, the "reductionist" social science of
Sigmund Freud, Émile Durkheim, and Karl Marx, the non-reductionist approaches of Max Weber, William
James, and Mircea Eliade, and the alternative paradigms that have arisen from the work of E. E. Evans-
Pritchard and Clifford Geertz. The third edition features a new chapter on William James. Each chapter
offers biographical background, theoretical exposition, conceptual analysis, and critical assessment.

Ideal as a supplementary text in introductory religion courses or as the main text in theory and method in
religious studies or in sociology of religion courses, Nine Theories of Religion, Third Edition, offers an
illuminating treatment of this controversial and fascinating subject. It can be used as a stand-alone text or
with the author's companion reader, Introducing Religion: Readings from the Classic Theorists.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Seward:

The publication with title Nine Theories of Religion includes a lot of information that you can study it. You
can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in
this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the
e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

William Barnett:

The reason why? Because this Nine Theories of Religion is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier
to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than
the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want
to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Clarence Jenkins:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Nine Theories of Religion can make you
experience more interested to read.

Virginia Kang:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By book Nine Theories of Religion we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get
creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life with that book Nine Theories of Religion. You can more appealing than now.
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