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The Holy Roman Empire lasted a thousand years, far longer than ancient Rome. Yet this formidable
dominion never inspired the awe of its predecessor. Voltaire distilled the disdain of generations when he
quipped it was neither holy, Roman, nor an empire. Yet as Peter Wilson shows, the Holy Roman Empire tells
a millennial story of Europe better than the histories of individual nation-states. And its legacy can be seen
today in debates over the nature of the European Union.

Heart of Europe traces the Empire from its origins within Charlemagne’s kingdom in 800 to its demise in
1806. By the mid-tenth century its core rested in the German kingdom, and ultimately its territory stretched
from France and Denmark to Italy and Poland. Yet the Empire remained stubbornly abstract, with no fixed
capital and no common language or culture. The source of its continuity and legitimacy was the ideal of a
unified Christian civilization, but this did not prevent emperors from clashing with the pope over
supremacy?the nadir being the sack of Rome in 1527 that killed 147 Vatican soldiers.

Though the title of Holy Roman Emperor retained prestige, rising states such as Austria and Prussia wielded
power in a way the Empire could not. While it gradually lost the flexibility to cope with political, economic,
and social changes, the Empire was far from being in crisis until the onslaught of the French revolutionary
wars, when a crushing defeat by Napoleon at Austerlitz compelled Francis II to dissolve his realm.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Johnson:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Heart of Europe: A History of the Holy Roman Empire book is readable
simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected
with Heart of Europe: A History of the Holy Roman Empire content conveys the idea easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means of
it. So , do you even now thinking Heart of Europe: A History of the Holy Roman Empire is not loveable to
be your top collection reading book?

Daryl Biddle:

The guide with title Heart of Europe: A History of the Holy Roman Empire posesses a lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Ann Gonzalez:

The reason why? Because this Heart of Europe: A History of the Holy Roman Empire is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.

Jesus Curry:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you read
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Heart of Europe: A History of the Holy Roman Empire will give you a new experience in looking
at a book.
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