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The Big Red Machine dominated major league baseball in the 1970s, but the Cincinnati franchise began its
climb to that pinnacle in 1961, when an unlikely collection of cast-offs and wannabes stunned the baseball
world by winning the National League pennant. Led by revered manager Fred Hutchinson, the team featured
rising stars like Frank Robinson, Jim O’Toole, and Vada Pinson, fading stars like Gus Bell and Wally Post,
and a few castoffs who suddenly came into their own, like Gene Freese and 20-game-winner Joey Jay.

In time to celebrate the 50th anniversary of their pennant-winning season, the amazing story of the
“Ragamuffin Reds” is told from start to finish in Before the Machine. Written by long-time Reds Report
editor Mark J. Schmetzer and featuring dozens of photos by award-winning photographer Jerry Klumpe of
the Cincinnati Post & Times Star, this book surely will be a winner with every fan in Reds country and
coincides with an anniversary exhibit at the Cincinnati Reds Hall of Fame and Museum.

Through interviews and research, Before the Machine captures the excitement of a pennant race for a team
that had suffered losing seasons in 14 of the past 16 years. Schmetzer also beautifully evokes the time and
place—a muggy Midwestern summer during which, as the new song of the season boasts, “the whole town’s
batty for that team in Cincinnati.” Led by regional talk-show star Ruth Lyons (the Midwest’s “Oprah”) fans
rallied around the Reds as never before.

The year didn’t begin well for the team. Budding superstar Frank Robinson was arrested right before spring
training for carrying a concealed weapon, and long-time owner Powel Crosley Jr., died suddenly just days
before the start of the season. Few experts—or fans—gave the Reds much of a chance at first place anyway.
With powerhouse teams in Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Milwaukee, the National League pennant was
unlikely to fly over Cincinnati’s Crosley Field.

But manager Hutchinson somehow galvanized his motley crew and led them to victory after victory. Joey
Jay, who had languished with the Braves, mowed down hitters while his rotation mates O’Toole and
knuckleballer Bob Purkey did the same. The team also featured a dynamic duo in the bullpen in Bill Henry
and Jim Brosnan, whose book about the season, Pennant Race, became a national bestseller the following
year. As the rest of the league kept waiting for the Reds to fade, Hutch’s boys kept winning—and finally
grabbed the pennant.

Though they couldn’t continue their magic in the World Series against the Yankees, the previously moribund
Reds franchise did continue to their success throughout the decade, winning 98 games in 1962 and falling
just short of another pennant in 1964. They established a recipe for success that would lead, a few years later,
to the emergence of the Big Red Machine.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Cervantes:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Before the Machine: The Story of the 1961 Pennant-Winning Reds.
Try to face the book Before the Machine: The Story of the 1961 Pennant-Winning Reds as your buddy. It
means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this
book.

Lee Flynn:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Before the Machine: The Story of the 1961 Pennant-
Winning Reds. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a book Before the Machine: The Story of the 1961 Pennant-Winning Reds. You can add know-
how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Lela Koehn:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Before the
Machine: The Story of the 1961 Pennant-Winning Reds provide you with a new experience in studying a
book.

Bonita Crist:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Before the Machine: The Story of the
1961 Pennant-Winning Reds can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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