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ABOUT THIS EDITION: With exception of the titles of the different parts - which were added, for better
navigation, from later editions - this edition presents an authentic reproduction of the original 1855 first
edition of 'Leaves of Grass' by Walt Whitman. Taking into account that Whitman did much of the typesetting
for the first edition himself, the editors of this reproduction, paid special attention not only to text itself but
also to an authentic reproduction of pagination, paragraphing and linebreaks.

LEAVES OF GRASS is a poetry collection by the American poet Walt Whitman (1819-1892). Though the
first edition was published in 1855, Whitman spent most of his professional life writing and re-writing
LEAVES OF GRASS, revising it multiple times until his death. This resulted in vastly different editions over
four decades-the first a small book of twelve poems and the last a compilation of over 400 poems.

LEAVES OF GRASS has its genesis in an essay called The Poet by Ralph Waldo Emerson, published in
1844, which expressed the need for the United States to have its own new and unique poet to write about the
new country's virtues and vices. Whitman, reading the essay, consciously set out to answer Emerson's call as
he began work on the first edition of LEAVES OF GRASS. Whitman, however, downplayed Emerson's
influence, stating, "I was simmering, simmering, simmering; Emerson brought me to a boil."

On May 15, 1855, Whitman registered the title LEAVES OF GRASS with the clerk of the United States
District Court, Southern District of New Jersey, and received its copyright. The first edition was published in
Brooklyn at the printing shop of two Scottish immigrants, James and Andrew Rome, whom Whitman had
known since the 1840s, on July 4, 1855. Whitman paid for and did much of the typesetting for the first
edition himself. The book did not include the author's name, instead offering an engraving by Samuel
Hollyer depicting Whitman in work clothes and a jaunty hat, arms at his side. Early advertisements for the
first edition appealed to "lovers of literary curiosities" as an oddity. Sales on the book were few but Whitman
was not discouraged.

The poems of LEAVES OF GRASS are loosely connected and each represents Whitman's celebration of his
philosophy of life and humanity. This book is notable for its discussion of delight in sensual pleasures during
a time when such candid displays were considered immoral. Where much previous poetry, especially
English, relied on symbolism, allegory, and meditation on the religious and spiritual, LEAVES OF GRASS
(particularly the first edition) exalted the body and the material world. Influenced by Ralph Waldo Emerson
and the Transcendentalist movement, itself an offshoot of Romanticism, Whitman's poetry praises nature and



the individual human's role in it. However, much like Emerson, Whitman does not diminish the role of the
mind or the spirit; rather, he elevates the human form and the human mind, deeming both worthy of poetic
praise. (more on wisehouse-classics.com)
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Bragg:

The book Leaves of Grass (Wisehouse Classics - Authentic Reproduction of the 1855 First Edition) gives
you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can
to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make reading through a book Leaves of Grass (Wisehouse Classics - Authentic Reproduction of the 1855
First Edition) to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a e-
book Leaves of Grass (Wisehouse Classics - Authentic Reproduction of the 1855 First Edition). Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this guide?

David McCabe:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the book untitled Leaves of Grass (Wisehouse Classics - Authentic
Reproduction of the 1855 First Edition) can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Michael Nunn:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually Leaves of Grass (Wisehouse Classics - Authentic Reproduction of the
1855 First Edition). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Joy Rodriguez:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Leaves of Grass (Wisehouse Classics
- Authentic Reproduction of the 1855 First Edition) to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal
skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be very first
opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the e-book Leaves of Grass (Wisehouse
Classics - Authentic Reproduction of the 1855 First Edition) can to be your new friend when you're



experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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