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Despite imperial politics, a modern Austro-Hungarian battleship fleet was built and contested Italian
dominance of the Adriatic and the Mediterranean through a series of daring naval raids that netted greater
success than anything the German High Seas Fleet accomplished in the North Sea.

The nineteenth century saw the assertion of Habsburg sea power over the Adriatic from the Austrian
inheritance of the Venetian fleet in 1797 to Rear Admiral Wilhelm von Tegetthoff's stunning victory over a
superior Italian force at the Battle of Lissa in 1866 to the gradual creation of a modern battle fleet beginning
in the 1890s. Austria-Hungary did not have an overseas empire; its empire lay within its own boundaries and
the primary purpose of its navy until the beginning of the twentieth century was the defense of its coastline.
As its merchant marine dramatically grew in the late nineteenth century, Austro-Hungarian admirals believed
that the navy should take a more proactive policy of defense, defending not only the coastline but the greater
Adriatic and even the Mediterranean waters which the empire's merchant ships plied. The 1890s saw the
beginning of a series of naval building programs that would create a well-balanced modern fleet. Cruisers
were constructed for the protection of overseas trade and for "showing the flag" but the decisive projection of
Austria-Hungary's commitment to control the Adriatic was the construction of a force of modern battleships.
Compared to the British, French, Germans, and even Italians, the Austro-Hungarians were relative
latecomers to the design and construction of battleships. Austro-Hungarian naval policy tended to be
reactionary rather than proactive; its admirals closely followed Italian naval developments and sought
appropriate countermeasures even though the two nations were tenuously bound together by the Triple
Alliance pact of 1882. Despite the naval arms race throughout Europe at the time, the navy had difficulty
obtaining funds for new ships as the Hungarian government was reluctant to fund a fleet that principally
served the maritime interests of the ethnically German portion of the empire. The difficulties experienced in
battleship funding and construction mirrored the political difficulties and ethnic rivalries within the empire.
Nevertheless by August of 1914, the Austro-Hungarian fleet had a force of nine battleships, three pre-
dreadnoughts, and one dreadnought (three more in the final stages of construction). This book will survey the
five classes of Austro-Hungarian battleships in service during the First World War.
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From reader reviews:

Craig Baker:

With other case, little people like to read book Austro-Hungarian Battleships 1914-18 (New Vanguard). You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any
book Austro-Hungarian Battleships 1914-18 (New Vanguard). You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet system.
It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Quentin Taylor:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Austro-Hungarian
Battleships 1914-18 (New Vanguard) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book
or ideal book with you?

Dona Cole:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Austro-Hungarian Battleships
1914-18 (New Vanguard) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?

Brian Hill:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This book Austro-Hungarian Battleships 1914-18 (New Vanguard) was filled in
relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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