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A few weeks after the reunification of Germany, Leonard Bernstein raised his baton above the ruins of the
Berlin Wall and conducted a special arrangement of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony. The central statement of
the work, that "all men will be brothers," captured the sentiment of those who saw a brighter future for the
newly reunited nation. This now-iconic performance is a palpable example of "musical monumentality" - a
significant concept which underlies our cultural and ideological understanding of Western art music since the
nineteenth-century. Although the concept was first raised in the earliest years of musicological study in the
1930s, a satisfying exploration of the "monumental" in music has not yet been made. Alexander Rehding,
one of the brightest young stars in the field, takes on the task in Music and Monumentality, an elegant,
thorough treatment that will serve as a foundation for all future discussion in this area.
Rehding sets his focus on the main players of the period within the Austro-German repertoire -Beethoven,
Liszt, Wagner, Brahms, Bruckner and Mahler- as he unpacks a two-fold definition of "musical
monumentality." In the conventional sense, monumentality is a stylistic property often described as 'grand,'
'uplifting,' and 'sublime' and rife with overpowering brass chorales, sparkling string tremolos, triumphant
fanfares, and glorious thematic returns. Yet Rehding sees the monumental in music performing a cultural
task as well: it is employed in the service of establishing national identity. Through a clear theoretical lens,
Rehding examines how grand sound effects are strategically employed with the view to overwhelming
audiences, how supposedly immutable musical halls of fame change over time, how challenging musical
works are domesticated, how the highest cultural achievements are presented in immediately consumable
form-in a word, how German music emerges as a unified cultural and musical brand.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Bonner:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Music and Monumentality: Commemoration and
Wonderment in Nineteenth Century Germany. Try to stumble through book Music and Monumentality:
Commemoration and Wonderment in Nineteenth Century Germany as your pal. It means that it can to get
your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Coleen Isabel:

The book Music and Monumentality: Commemoration and Wonderment in Nineteenth Century Germany
will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Music and
Monumentality: Commemoration and Wonderment in Nineteenth Century Germany is much recommended
to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Mandy Jackson:

The guide with title Music and Monumentality: Commemoration and Wonderment in Nineteenth Century
Germany has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this
book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of
the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Ronald Canty:

Beside this Music and Monumentality: Commemoration and Wonderment in Nineteenth Century Germany
in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Music and Monumentality: Commemoration and
Wonderment in Nineteenth Century Germany because this book offers to your account readable information.
Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have
this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from today!
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