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Candide, ou l'Optimisme is a French satire first published in 1759 by Voltaire, a philosopher of the Age of
Enlightenment. The novella has been widely translated, with English versions titled Candide: or, All for the
Best (1759); Candide: or, The Optimist (1762); and Candide: or, Optimism (1947). It begins with a young
man, Candide, who is living a sheltered life in an Edenic paradise and being indoctrinated with Leibnizian
optimism (or simply "optimism") by his mentor, Professor Pangloss. The work describes the abrupt cessation
of this lifestyle, followed by Candide's slow, painful disillusionment as he witnesses and experiences great
hardships in the world. Voltaire concludes with Candide, if not rejecting optimism outright, advocating a
deeply practical precept, "we must cultivate our garden", in lieu of the Leibnizian mantra of Pangloss, "all is
for the best" in the "best of all possible worlds".

Candide is characterised by its sarcastic tone as well as by its erratic, fantastical and fast-moving plot. A
picaresque novel with a story similar to that of a more serious Bildungsroman, it parodies many adventure
and romance clichés, the struggles of which are caricatured in a tone that is mordantly matter-of-fact. Still,
the events discussed are often based on historical happenings, such as the Seven Years' War and the 1755
Lisbon earthquake. As philosophers of Voltaire's day contended with the problem of evil, so too does
Candide in this short novel, albeit more directly and humorously. Voltaire ridicules religion, theologians,
governments, armies, philosophies, and philosophers through allegory; most conspicuously, he assaults
Leibniz and his optimism.

As expected by Voltaire, Candide has enjoyed both great success and great scandal. Immediately after its
secretive publication, the book was widely banned because it contained religious blasphemy, political
sedition and intellectual hostility hidden under a thin veil of naïveté. However, with its sharp wit and
insightful portrayal of the human condition, the novel has since inspired many later authors and artists to
mimic and adapt it. Today, Candide is recognized as Voltaire's magnum opus and is often listed as part of the
Western canon; it is among the most frequently taught works of French literature. The British poet and
literary critic Martin Seymour-Smith listed Candide as one of the 100 most influential books ever written.
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From reader reviews:

Gerard Pucci:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Candide
suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled
Candideis the main of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the
core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can
see the represented of the world within this book.

Sally Rose:

The guide untitled Candide is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to explained their way
of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book,
therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of
Candide from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Pamela Dodge:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be study. Candide can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short
free time problems.

Diana Keller:

You will get this Candide by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your
solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by
means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now,
you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own
ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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