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A breakaway bestseller since its first printing, All Souls takes us deep into Michael Patrick MacDonald’s
Southie, the proudly insular neighborhood with the highest concentration of white poverty in America. The
anti-busing riots of 1974 forever changed Southie, Boston’s working class Irish community, branding it as a
violent, racist enclave. Michael Patrick MacDonald grew up in Southie’s Old Colony housing project. He
describes the way this world within a world felt to the troubled yet keenly gifted observer he was even as a
child: “[as if] we were protected, as if the whole neighborhood was watching our backs for threats, watching
for all the enemies we could never really define.”

But the threats-poverty, drugs, a shadowy gangster world-were real. MacDonald lost four of his siblings to
violence and poverty. All Souls is heart-breaking testimony to lives lost too early, and the story of how a
place so filled with pain could still be “the best place in the world.”

We meet Ma, Michael’s mini-skirted, accordian-playing, usually single mother who cares for her children
there are eventually eleven through a combination of high spirits and inspired “getting over.” And there are
Michael’s older siblings Davey, sweet artist-dreamer; Kevin, child genius of scam; and Frankie, Golden
Gloves boxer and neighborhood hero whose lives are high-wire acts played out in a world of poverty and
pride.

But too soon Southie becomes a place controlled by resident gangster Whitey Bulger, later revealed to be an
FBI informant even as he ran the drug culture that Southie supposedly never had. It was a world primed for
the escalation of class violence-and then, with deadly and sickening inevitability, of racial violence that
swirled around forced busing. MacDonald, eight years old when the riots hit, gives an explosive account of
the asphalt warfare. He tells of feeling “part of it all, part of something bigger than I’d ever imagined, part of
something that was on the national news every night.”

Within a few years-a sequence laid out in All Souls with mesmerizing urgency-the neighborhood’s collapse
is echoed by the MacDonald family’s tragedies. All but destroyed by grief and by the Southie code that

doesn’t allow him to feel it, MacDonald gets out. His work as a peace activist, first in the all-Black
neighborhoods of nearby Roxbury, then back to the Southie he can’t help but love, is the powerfully
redemptive close to a story that will leave readers utterly shaken and changed.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Dillon:

The book All Souls: A Family Story from Southie can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book All Souls: A Family Story from
Southie? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many facts
for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you
take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book All Souls: A Family Story from
Southie has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Rita Lattimore:

This All Souls: A Family Story from Southie book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. That All Souls: A Family Story from Southie without we understand teach the one who looking at it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry All Souls: A Family Story from Southie
can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can
have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This All Souls: A Family Story from Southie having fine
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Rochelle Barrick:

Often the book All Souls: A Family Story from Southie has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior
to write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Daryl Radford:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide All Souls: A Family Story from Southie was filled regarding science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when
they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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