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The Age of Irreverence tells the story of why China’s entry into the modern age was not just traumatic, but
uproarious. As the Qing dynasty slumped toward extinction, prominent writers compiled jokes into
collections they called “histories of laughter.” In the first years of the Republic, novelists, essayists and
illustrators alike used humorous allegories to make veiled critiques of the new government. But, again and
again, political and cultural discussion erupted into invective, as critics gleefully jeered and derided rivals in
public. Farceurs drew followings in the popular press, promoting a culture of practical joking and
buffoonery. Eventually, these various expressions of hilarity proved so offensive to high-brow writers that
they launched a concerted campaign to transform the tone of public discourse, hoping to displace the old
forms of mirth with a new one they called youmo (humor).

Christopher Rea argues that this period—from the 1890s to the 1930s—transformed how Chinese people
thought and talked about what is funny. Focusing on five cultural expressions of laughter—jokes, play,
mockery, farce, and humor—he reveals the textures of comedy that were a part of everyday life during
modern China’s first “age of irreverence.” This new history of laughter not only offers an unprecedented and
up-close look at a neglected facet of Chinese cultural modernity, but also reveals its lasting legacy in the
Chinese language of the comic today and its implications for our understanding of humor as a part of human
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Scottie Hicks:

The event that you get from The Age of Irreverence: A New History of Laughter in China will be the more
deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Age of Irreverence: A New History of Laughter
in China giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can
be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of The Age of
Irreverence: A New History of Laughter in China instantly.

Janice Perry:

Why? Because this The Age of Irreverence: A New History of Laughter in China is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and
your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Kenneth Poor:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
The Age of Irreverence: A New History of Laughter in China the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get just before. The The Age of Irreverence: A New History of Laughter in China giving
you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better
life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?

Mary Killgore:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book and also novel and The Age of Irreverence: A New History of Laughter in
China or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you



feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any
other book likes The Age of Irreverence: A New History of Laughter in China to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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