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The post-classical compilation known to modern scholarship as the Latin Anthology contains a collection of
a hundred riddles, each consisting of three hexameters and preceded by a lemma. It would seem from the
preface to this collection that they were composed extempore at a dinner to celebrate the Roman Saturnalia.
The work was to have a defining influence on later collections of riddles; yet its title (probably the
Aenigmata) has been debated, and almost nothing is known about its author: questions have even been asked
about his name (Symphosius?) and date (4th-5th centuruy AD?).

In this edition of the riddles, the Introducion discusses the work's title and its author's identity: as well as his
name and date, it considers his national origin (North African?) and intellectual background (a professional
grammarian?), and argues that he was not Christian, as has been suggested. It examines the Saturnalian
background to the work, setting it in its sociological context, and discusses the author's literary debts –
especially to Martial. The Introduction also explores the author's ordering and arrangement of the riddles,
discusses his literary style, Latinity and metre, and comments briefly on his Nachleben. It concludes with a
survey of the textual tradition. The commentary on each riddle includes a translation, general notes on the
object it describes (with reference, as necessary, to museums and artefacts), and discussion of how it fits into
the ordering of the collection, of variant readings and, with suitable illustration, of literary, stylistic and
metrical considerations. Other areas, such as history and mythology, are also covered where relevant.
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From reader reviews:

Karole Standley:

The actual book Symphosius The Aenigmata: An Introduction, Text and Commentary (Bloomsbury
Classical Studies Monographs) has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research just
before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Frances Temple:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Symphosius The Aenigmata: An Introduction, Text and Commentary
(Bloomsbury Classical Studies Monographs) why because the amazing cover that make you consider about
the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Richard Daniels:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but novel and Symphosius The Aenigmata: An Introduction,
Text and Commentary (Bloomsbury Classical Studies Monographs) or maybe others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to add
their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Symphosius The
Aenigmata: An Introduction, Text and Commentary (Bloomsbury Classical Studies Monographs) to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Anthony Carter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Symphosius The
Aenigmata: An Introduction, Text and Commentary (Bloomsbury Classical Studies Monographs).
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