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Based on years of exhaustive and meticulous research, David C. Keehn's study provides the first
comprehensive analysis of the Knights of the Golden Circle, a secret southern society that initially sought to
establish a slave-holding empire in the "Golden Circle" region of Mexico, the Caribbean, and Central
America. Keehn reveals the origins, rituals, structure, and complex history of this mysterious group,
including its later involvement in the secession movement. Members supported southern governors in
precipitating disunion, filled the ranks of the nascent Confederate Army, and organized rearguard actions
during the Civil War.

The Knights of the Golden Circle emerged around 1858 when a secret society formed by a Cincinnati
businessman merged with the pro-expansionist Order of the Lone Star, which already had 15,000 members.
The following year, the Knights began publishing their own newspaper and established their headquarters in
Washington, D. C. In 1860, during their first attempt to create the Golden Circle, several thousand Knights
assembled in southern Texas to "colonize" northern Mexico. Due to insufficient resources and organizational
shortfalls, however, that filibuster failed.

Later, the Knights shifted their focus and began pushing for disunion, spearheading pro-secession rallies, and
intimidating Unionists in the South. They appointed regional military commanders from the ranks of the
South's major political and military figures, including men such as Elkanah Greer of Texas, Paul J. Semmes
of Georgia, Robert C. Tyler of Maryland, and Virginius D. Groner of Virginia. Followers also established
allies with the South's rabidly pro-secession "fire-eaters," which included individuals such as Barnwell Rhett,
Louis Wigfall, Henry Wise, and William Yancey.

According to Keehn, the Knights likely carried out a variety of other clandestine actions before the Civil
War, including attempts by insurgents to take over federal forts in Virginia and North Carolina, the
activation of pro-southern militia around Washington, D. C. and a planned assassination of Abraham Lincoln
as he passed through Baltimore in early 1861 on the way to his inauguration. Once the fighting began, the
Knights helped build the emerging Confederate Army and assisted with the pro-Confederate Copperhead
movement in northern states. With the war all but lost, various Knights supported one of their members, John
Wilkes Booth, in his plot to abduct and assassinate President Lincoln.

Keehn's fast-paced, engaging narrative demonstrates that the Knights proved more substantial than historians
have traditionally assumed and provides a new perspective on southern secession and the outbreak of the
Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

James Nadler:

Often the book Knights of the Golden Circle: Secret Empire, Southern Secession, Civil War (Conflicting
Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) will bring one to the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book
very acceptable to you. The book Knights of the Golden Circle: Secret Empire, Southern Secession, Civil
War (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Susan Parker:

Exactly why? Because this Knights of the Golden Circle: Secret Empire, Southern Secession, Civil War
(Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach.
So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Julio Yates:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
record in your reading list is Knights of the Golden Circle: Secret Empire, Southern Secession, Civil War
(Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War). This book which can be qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this guide
you can get many advantages.

Elizabeth Branch:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of book
Knights of the Golden Circle: Secret Empire, Southern Secession, Civil War (Conflicting Worlds: New
Dimensions of the American Civil War). You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that,
you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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