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The success of internet auction sites like eBay and the cult status of public television's Antiques Roadshow
attest to the continued popularity of collecting in American culture. Acts of Possession investigates the ways
cultural meanings of collections have evolved and yet remained surprisingly unchanged throughout
American history.

Drawing upon the body of theoretical work on collecting and focusing on individual as opposed to museum
collections, the contributors investigate how, what, and why Americans have collected and explore the
inherent meanings behind systems of organization and display. Essays consider the meanings of Thomas
Jefferson's Indian Hall at Monticello; the pedagogical theories behind nineteenth-century children's curiosity
cabinets; collections of Native American artifacts; and the ability of the owners of doll houses to construct
meaning within the context of traditional ideals of domesticity.

The authors also consider some darker aspects of collecting-hoarding, fetishism, and compulsive behavior-
scrutinizing collections of racist memorabilia and fascist propaganda. The final essay posits the serial killer
as a collector, an investigation into the dangerous objectification of humans themselves.

By bringing fresh, interdisciplinary critical perspectives to bear on these questions, Dilworth and her
coauthors weave a fascinating cultural history of collecting in America.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Barton:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Acts of Possession: Collecting in
America. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet resources or other
social media.

James Smith:

This Acts of Possession: Collecting in America book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh,
you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Acts
of Possession: Collecting in America without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Acts of Possession: Collecting in America can bring when you are
and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even telephone. This Acts of Possession: Collecting in America having good arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Roger Thomas:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Acts of
Possession: Collecting in America suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era.
Often the book untitled Acts of Possession: Collecting in Americais the main one of several books that will
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a great
deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Wendy Cort:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that.
What you should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books.
Among the books in the top checklist in your reading list is Acts of Possession: Collecting in America. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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