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In 1951-52, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization established the Southern Flank, a strategy for the defense
of the eastern Mediterranean in the Cold War involving Italy, Greece, and Turkey. Among its many aims, the
Southern Flank sought to mobilize these countries as allies and integrate them into the Western defense
system. Throughout the 1950s, the alliance developed the Southern Flank and in 1959 it was finally
stabilized as fractious Greek-Turkish relations were improved by the temporary settlement over Cyprus.

The Southern Flank of NATO, 1951–1959: Military Strategy or Political Stabilization examines, among
other things, the initial negotiations of 1951-52, the Southern Flank’s structure and function and relative
value in NATO’s overall policy, and the alliance’s response to the challenges in the eastern Mediterranean in
the early Cold War. It explores not only the military aspects of the Southern Flank, but also the more
controversial political aspects: the admission of Greece and Turkey to NATO, the short-lived military
cooperation between these states and Yugoslavia during 1953-55 and the effects of the deterioration in
Greek-Turkish relations from 1955 due to Cyprus. It also focuses on the part played by other major members
of the alliance, principally the United States and Britain, in Southern Flank politics and strategy. Thus, it
considers how the United States and the U.K. viewed the power balance between the three Southern Flank
members and how the Americans sought to influence affairs through financial, military and technical
assistance, including the construction of U.S. bases in Italy, Greece, and Turkey.

The book also assesses the threat posed to the Southern Flank at various points by rising tensions in the
Middle East. More generally, the book illuminates the complexities of intra-alliance dynamics in a region
full of Cold War tensions. However, in its Middle Eastern/Eastern Mediterranean neighborhood, it was not
only the Cold War that provided tensions, since the Arab-Israeli dispute and the tensions of decolonization
further complicated the picture. Thus, the study of the Southern Flank is a test case of a Cold War theater
which was subjected to additional historical pressures, creating a nexus of problems which the Western
Alliance needed to address within its effort to respond to the various challenges of the Cold War.
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From reader reviews:

Lillian Chatman:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Southern Flank of NATO, 1951-
1959: Military Strategy or Political Stabilization will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search
of best book or acceptable book with you?

Willie Coffey:

Here thing why this The Southern Flank of NATO, 1951-1959: Military Strategy or Political Stabilization
are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Southern Flank of NATO, 1951-1959:
Military Strategy or Political Stabilization giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with The Southern Flank of NATO, 1951-1959:
Military Strategy or Political Stabilization. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about
the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Southern Flank of NATO, 1951-1959: Military Strategy or
Political Stabilization in e-book can be your option.

Paul Jones:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this The Southern Flank of NATO, 1951-1959: Military Strategy or Political Stabilization,
you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a e-book.

Jesus Geist:

The Southern Flank of NATO, 1951-1959: Military Strategy or Political Stabilization can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but



nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing The Southern Flank of NATO, 1951-1959: Military Strategy or Political
Stabilization although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial pondering.
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