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“Every corpse I saw was as black as coal. It was not possible to remove them. They were buried where they
fell. ... I saw no live man lying on this ground. The wounded must have suffered horribly before death
relieved them, lying there exposed to the blazing southern sun o' days, and being eaten alive by beetles o'
nights.” – Frank Wilkeson, Union artillery officer
The Overland Campaign that pitted Robert E. Lee against Ulysses S. Grant is one of the most famous
campaigns of the Civil War, and May 1864 witnessed the Civil War’s greatest chess match as Lee skillfully
blocked Grant’s attempts to destroy the Army of Northern Virginia only to watch his tenacious opponent
keep advancing south toward Richmond. Lee and Grant fought to a standstill in the Wilderness,
Spotsylvania, and along the North Anna, inflicting about 30,000 casualties on each other’s armies.
By the time the two armies reached Cold Harbor near the end of May 1864, Grant incorrectly thought that
Lee’s army was on the verge of collapse. Though his frontal assaults had failed spectacularly at places like
Vicksburg, Grant believed that Lee’s army was on the ropes and could be knocked out with a strong attack.
The problem was that Lee’s men were now masterful at quickly constructing defensive fortifications,
including earthworks and trenches that made their positions impregnable. While Civil War generals kept
employing Napoleonic tactics, Civil War soldiers were building the types of defensive works that would be
the harbinger of World War I’s trench warfare.
On June 3, 1864, sensing he could break Lee’s army, Grant ordered a full out assault at dawn in the hopes of
catching the rebels before they could fully entrench. Although the story of Union soldiers pinning their
names on the back of their uniforms in anticipation of death at Cold Harbor is apocryphal, the frontal assault
on June 3 inflicted thousands of Union casualties in about half an hour. In just minutes, 7,000 Union soldiers
were killed or wounded as 30,000 Confederate soldiers successfully held the line against 50,000 Union
troops, losing just 1,500 men in the process.
With another 12,000-15,000 casualties suffered at Cold Harbor, Grant had suffered about as many casualties
in a month as Lee had in his entire army at the start of the campaign. Grant later admitted, "I have always
regretted that the last assault at Cold Harbor was ever made...No advantage whatever was gained to
compensate for the heavy loss we sustained." But even though Cold Harbor is remembered almost solely for
that futile charge, the armies were in that vicinity for nearly 2 weeks, and most importantly, Lee once again
failed to stop Grant’s advance. Grant’s casualties may have stunned Americans in 1864, but Cold Harbor
would be the last major battle of the Overland Campaign because Grant would reach his objective by stealing
a march on Lee to cross the James River, beginning the actions that would lead to the siege of Petersburg.
The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of Cold Harbor comprehensively covers the campaign and the
events that led up to the battle, the fighting itself, and the aftermath of the battle. Accounts of the battle by
important participants are also included, along with maps of the battle and pictures of important people,
places, and events. You will learn about the Battle of Cold Harbor like you never have before, in no time at
all.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Giles:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem
or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of Cold
Harbor.

Jerry Smith:

The book The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of Cold Harbor can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book The
Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of Cold Harbor? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of Cold Harbor has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Jennifer David:

This book untitled The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of Cold Harbor to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher
in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Maria Green:

The publication untitled The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of Cold Harbor is the book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual.
The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot
of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also might get the e-book of The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Battle of Cold Harbor from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.
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