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After the 1854 abolition of slavery in Peru, a new generation of plantation owners turned to a system of
peasant tenantry to maintain cotton production through the use of cheap labor. In Peasants on Plantations
Vincent C. Peloso analyzes the changing social and economic relationships governing the production of
cotton in the Pisco Valley, a little-studied area of Peru’s south coast. Challenging widely held assumptions
about the system of relations that tied peasants to the land, Peloso’s work examines the interdependence of
the planters, managers, and peasants—and the various strategies used by peasants in their struggle to resist
control by the owners.

Grounded in the theoretical perspectives of subaltern studies and drawing on an extremely complete archive
of landed estates that includes detailed regular reports by plantation managers on all aspects of farming life,
Peasants on Plantations reveals the intricate ways peasants, managers, and owners manipulated each other to
benefit their own interests. As Peloso demonstrates, rather than a simple case of domination of the peasants
by the owners, both parties realized that negotiation was the key to successful growth, often with the result
that peasants cooperated with plantation growth strategies in order to participate in a market economy. Long-
term contracts gave tenants and sharecroppers many opportunities to make farming choices, to assert claims
on the land, compete among themselves, and participate in plantation expansion. At the same time, owners
strove to keep the peasants in debt and well aware of who maintained ultimate control.

Peasants on Plantations offers a largely untold view of the monumental struggle between planters and
peasants that was fundamental in shaping the agrarian history of Peru. It will interest those engaged in Latin
American studies, anthropology, and peasant and agrarian studies.
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From reader reviews:

Mellisa White:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Peasants on Plantations: Subaltern Strategies of Labor and
Resistance in the Pisco Valley, Peru (Latin America Otherwise) why because the great cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic
as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Gary Lane:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
your requirements is Peasants on Plantations: Subaltern Strategies of Labor and Resistance in the Pisco
Valley, Peru (Latin America Otherwise) this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this
world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer
make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this
book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Teresa Spillman:

You may get this Peasants on Plantations: Subaltern Strategies of Labor and Resistance in the Pisco Valley,
Peru (Latin America Otherwise) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to
be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by
written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you
just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Kayla France:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Peasants on Plantations:
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