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Stand-Up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America is the first study of stand-up comedy as a form of art.
John Limon appreciates and analyzes the specific practice of stand-up itself, moving beyond theories of the
joke, of the comic, and of comedy in general to read stand-up through the lens of literary and cultural theory.
Limon argues that stand-up is an artform best defined by its fascination with the abject, Julia Kristeva’s term
for those aspects of oneself that are obnoxious to one’s sense of identity but that are nevertheless—like
blood, feces, or urine—impossible to jettison once and for all. All of a comedian’s life, Limon asserts, is
abject in this sense.
Limon begins with stand-up comics in the 1950s and 1960s—Lenny Bruce, Carl Reiner, Mel Brooks, Mike
Nichols, Elaine May—when the norm of the profession was the Jewish, male, heterosexual comedian. He
then moves toward the present with analyses of David Letterman, Richard Pryor, Ellen DeGeneres, and
Paula Poundstone. Limon incorporates feminist, race, and queer theories to argue that the “comedification”
of America—stand-up comedy’s escape from its narrow origins—involves the repossession by black,
female, queer, and Protestant comedians of what was black, female, queer, yet suburbanizing in Jewish,
male, heterosexual comedy. Limon’s formal definition of stand-up as abject art thus hinges on his claim that
the great American comedians of the 1950s and 1960s located their comedy at the place (which would have
been conceived in 1960 as a location between New York City or Chicago and their suburbs) where body is
thrown off for the mind and materiality is thrown off for abstraction—at the place, that is, where American
abjection has always found its home.
As the first study of its kind, Stand-Up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America will appeal to a wide
audience including those interested in cultural studies, Jewish studies, gender and queer theory.

 Download Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in Americ ...pdf

 Read Online Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in Amer ...pdf

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0822325462
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0822325462
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0822325462
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0822325462
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0822325462
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0822325462
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0822325462
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0822325462


Download and Read Free Online Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America (New
Americanists) John Limon

From reader reviews:

Ronald Finch:

This Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America (New Americanists) book is not really ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in
America (New Americanists) without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America (New
Americanists) can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because
you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in
America (New Americanists) having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly
feel uninterested in reading.

Robert Higby:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Stand-up
Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America (New Americanists) is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Vincent Espinoza:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection
in America (New Americanists) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Kenneth Lambert:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something
by book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Stand-up
Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America (New Americanists).
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