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A rich and seductive narrative of the powerful erotic pull the East has always had for the West—a pervasive
yet often ignored aspect of their long historical relationship—and a deep exploration of the intimate
connection between sex and power.

Richard Bernstein defines the East widely—northern Africa, the Middle East, Asia, the Pacific Islands—and
frames it as a place where sexual pleasure was not commonly associated with sin, as it was in the West, and
where a different sexual culture offered the Western men who came as conquerers and traders thrilling but
morally ambiguous opportunities that were mostly unavailable at home. Bernstein maps this erotic history
through a chronology of notable personalities. Here are some of Europe’s greatest literary personalities and
explorers: Marco Polo, writing on the harem of Kublai Khan; Gustave Flaubert, describing his dalliances
with Egyptian prostitutes (and the diseases he picked up along the way); and Richard Francis Burton,
adventurer, lothario, anthropologist—and translator of The Arabian Nights.

Here also are those figures less well-known but with stories no less captivating or surprising: Europeans
whose “temporary marriages” to Japanese women might have inspired Puccini’s Madama Butterfly; rare
visitors to the boudoirs of Chinese emperors in the Forbidden City; American G.I.s and journalists in
Vietnam discovering the sexual emoluments of postcolonial power; men attracted to the sex bazaars of
yesterday’s North Africa and the Thailand of today. And throughout, Bernstein explores the lives of those
women who suffered for or profited from the fantasies of Western men.

A remarkable work of history: as unexpected as it is lucid, and as provocative as it is brilliantly illuminating.
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From reader reviews:

Velma Cain:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How people have
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this The East, the West, and Sex: A History
of Erotic Encounters book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info
in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Breanne Gardner:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take The East, the West, and Sex: A History of Erotic Encounters as the daily resource
information.

Jose Williams:

The e-book untitled The East, the West, and Sex: A History of Erotic Encounters is the book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was
did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of The East, the West, and Sex: A History of Erotic Encounters from
the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

William Johnson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The East, the West, and Sex: A
History of Erotic Encounters that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you may pick The East, the West, and Sex: A History of Erotic Encounters
become your own personal starter.
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