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Although political upheavals and mass killings in the Socialist Republic of Burma (Myanmar) have received
a great deal of international attention, scholars and journalists until now have failed to identify the unique
underlying factors that produced this situation and helped to maintain military dictatorship under Ne Win's
successors. Mya Maung looks into the deeper sources of Burmese behavior, focusing on the ancient tradition
of sacred despotic rule, the undermining of social and cultural life during the British colonial period, and the
impact of conflicting cultural realities on a Communist military elite whose attempts to reinstate absolute
authority compounded their gross mismanagement of economic development.

Maung presents an overview of the contradictions and biases expressed by writers--both foreign and
Burmese--who have attempted to understand the Burmese and their country's recent history. He next
describes a traditional society in which authoritarian rule existed side by side with a marked degree of social
freedom and egalitarianism. Maung discusses the far-reaching impact of colonialism, the transition to
independence, the Socialist military takeover, and the progressive repression and economic failures that led
ultimately to economic collapse. Maung concludes with an examination of Burma's potential for utilizing its
resources effectively and developing a stable economy in the transition to capitalism. Based on field
research, hundreds of interviews, and Maung's firsthand knowledge of Burmese culture, this analysis
contributes a balanced perspective and new information crucial to our understanding of a society that has
been largely closed to outsiders for more than two decades.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia White:

The book The Burma Road to Poverty: make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make
your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book The Burma Road to Poverty: to get your habit,
you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a reserve The Burma Road to Poverty:.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how
do you think about this book?

Charlotte Kuester:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity are there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is actually The Burma Road to Poverty:.

Nicole Norris:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Burma Road to Poverty: can be
the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time
by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the
others?

Cassandra Harvey:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This reserve The Burma Road to Poverty: was filled with regards to science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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