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"Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely." Lord Acton, 1887 Lord Acton (1834-
1902), numbered among the most esteemed Victorian historical thinkers, was much respected for his vast
learning, his ideas on politics and religion, and his lifelong preoccupation with human freedom. Yet Acton
was in many ways an outsider. He stood apart from his contemporaries, doubting the notion of unlimited
progress and the blessings of nationalism and democracy. He differed from fellow members of the English
upper class, holding to his Catholic faith; and he angered other Catholic believers by fiercely opposing the
doctrine of papal infallibility. In this remarkable biography, Roland Hill is the first to make full use of the
vast collection of books, documents and private papers in the Acton archives to tell the story of the enigmatic
Lord. The book describes Acton's extended family of European aristocrats, his cosmopolitan upbringing, and
his disrupted education. Drawing a lively picture of politics and religion at the time, Hill discusses Acton's
brief career as a Liberal member of Parliament, his work as editor and owner of learned Catholic journals,
his battles for freedom for and in the Catholic Church, his friendship with William E. Gladstone, and his
seven years as Regius Professor of Modern History at Cambridge University. Though unable to complete
The Cambridge Modern History series he envisaged, Acton transformed historical study and left a legacy of
ideas that continues to influence historians today.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Collins:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Lord Acton. Try to the actual book Lord Acton as your good
friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with
this book.

Eric Bittinger:

The ability that you get from Lord Acton may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the
words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Lord
Acton giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood through anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Lord Acton instantly.

Adam Perlman:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Lord Acton as the daily resource information.

Gordon Miller:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic
as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be Lord Acton why because the amazing cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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