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Making hay has always been hard work, just about the hardest work on a farm. In The Haymakers, Steven R.
Hoffbeck chronicles the story of five different farm families in five different eras over a span of 150 years. A
history of farming in microcosm, Hoffbeck relates how the work of cultivating hay has changed over the last
century and a half—a story not just about grass, alfalfa, and clover, but also about sweat and fears, toil and
loss.

One of the unique aspects of the book is that the fifth family that Hoffbeck chronicles is his own. Born into a
farming family in southwestern Minnesota, Hoffbeck grew up working alongside his father and brothers and
remembers, with rich detail, the sweat and toil of laboring on the farm. Throughout the book there is an
undercurrent of danger and loss—as farmers struggled to tend their land under difficult circumstances, and as
that work became more mechanized and conse-quently more dangerous. In the most heartfelt sections of the
book, Hoffbeck writes of losing both his father and his oldest brother in separate farming accidents. As he
writes, "wound around my memo-ries of summers haying with my dad and my brothers are deeper threads of
mourning. Danger, both natural and mechanical, is woven into the fabric of farmwork." He also writes about
his own feelings of guilt about leaving the family farm for a career as a teacher and historian.

Hoffbeck also seeks to document and preserve the commonplace methods of haymaking, information about
haying that might otherwise be lost to posterity. He describes the tools and the methods of haymaking as well
as the relentless demands of the farm. Using diaries, agricultural guidebooks and personal interviews, the
folkways of cutting, raking, and harvesting hay have been recorded in these chapters. Both a chronicle of the
daily rhythms of farm work and a moving elegy for a vanishing way of life, the book is not so much about
agricultural history as it is about family history, personal history—how farm families survive, even
persevere.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Scott:

The book Haymakers: A Chronicle Of Five Farm Families (Minnesota) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book
Haymakers: A Chronicle Of Five Farm Families (Minnesota) for being your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Haymakers: A Chronicle Of Five Farm Families
(Minnesota). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals.
So , how do you think about this e-book?

Frances Oberlin:

The book Haymakers: A Chronicle Of Five Farm Families (Minnesota) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Haymakers: A
Chronicle Of Five Farm Families (Minnesota)? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Haymakers: A Chronicle Of Five Farm Families (Minnesota) has simple shape but you know: it
has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Desmond Goforth:

The particular book Haymakers: A Chronicle Of Five Farm Families (Minnesota) will bring you to definitely
the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try
to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Haymakers: A Chronicle Of Five
Farm Families (Minnesota) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Kevin Mabry:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Haymakers: A Chronicle Of Five Farm Families (Minnesota) your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Haymakers: A Chronicle Of Five Farm Families
(Minnesota) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
facts for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this



extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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