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In proposing a comprehensive network theory that cuts across the range of social sciences, Harrison White
rejects conventional hierarchical models and focuses instead on efforts of control in a social structure
described as a tangle of locked-in practices. He argues that the widely held conceptions of person and goal
grounded in traditional political economy do not provide a basis for social theory that is either coherent or
consistent with current developments in psychology and anthropology. White replaces person with identity,
which, in a distinctively human sense, emerges from frictions and social noise across different levels and
disciplines in networks. Likewise he reshapes the notion of goals, maintaining that they merely inhabit sets
of stories used to explain agency, and that action itself comes through selective strategies to break through
formal organization. As his main empirical basis, White uses case studies covering a wide range of topics,
including tribal religions, changing rhetorics of industrial administration and the premodern Church,
practices of State-building, and change of style in popular music. His analyses draw from English social
anthropology, natural science, French rhetorics, mathematics, German industrial history, control engineering,
and American pragmatism.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Morrow:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Identity and Control: A Structural
Theory of Social Action. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Johnathan Fuller:

This Identity and Control: A Structural Theory of Social Action tend to be reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Identity and Control: A Structural Theory of Social
Action can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at
food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this Identity and Control: A Structural Theory of Social Action giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Augustus Chase:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Identity and Control: A
Structural Theory of Social Action which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Joyce Washington:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Identity and Control: A Structural Theory of Social Action can make you
feel more interested to read.
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