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During the heyday of Hollywood’s studio system, stars were carefully cultivated and promoted, but at the
price of their independence. This familiar narrative of Hollywood stardom receives a long-overdue shakeup
in Emily Carman’s new book. Far from passive victims of coercive seven-year contracts, a number of classic
Hollywood’s best-known actresses worked on a freelance basis within the restrictive studio system. In
leveraging their stardom to play an active role in shaping their careers, female stars including Irene Dunne,
Janet Gaynor, Miriam Hopkins, Carole Lombard, and Barbara Stanwyck challenged Hollywood’s patriarchal
structure.

Through extensive, original archival research, Independent Stardom uncovers this hidden history of women’s
labor and celebrity in studio-era Hollywood. Carman weaves a compelling narrative that reveals the risks
these women took in deciding to work autonomously. Additionally, she looks at actresses of color, such as
Anna May Wong and Lupe Vélez, whose careers suffered from the enforced independence that resulted from
being denied long-term studio contracts. Tracing the freelance phenomenon among American motion picture
talent in the 1930s, Independent Stardom rethinks standard histories of Hollywood to recognize female stars
as creative artists, sophisticated businesswomen, and active players in the then (as now) male-dominated film
industry.
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From reader reviews:

Kirk Fonseca:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Independent Stardom: Freelance Women
in the Hollywood Studio System (Texas Film and Media Studies) book because book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it as you know.

Dennis Bloom:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
learn. Independent Stardom: Freelance Women in the Hollywood Studio System (Texas Film and Media
Studies) can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Lillie Moreland:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Independent Stardom: Freelance Women in the Hollywood Studio System (Texas Film and Media Studies)
provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Kathleen Sinclair:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Independent Stardom: Freelance Women in the Hollywood Studio System
(Texas Film and Media Studies) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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