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In this first book-length study of Les Misérables, Kathryn M. Grossman, with an authoritative command of
Hugo’s work and Hugo criticism, situates the novelist’s masterpiece in relation both to his earlier novels—up
to and including Notre-Dame de Paris— and to the poetry published during his exile under the Second
Empire. Drawing on Paul Ricoeur’s theory of metaphor and on Thomas Weiskel’s analysis of the romantic
sublime, Grossman illustrates how the novel’s motifs and structures correspond to a closely connected set of
ethical, spiritual, political, and aesthetic concerns.

The religious motifs in Les Misérables identify the sublime not just with utopian ideals (and the overthrow of
Napoleon III’s grotesque Second Empire) but with artistic death and resurrection. Examining the ways the
novel is largely concerned with the monstrous "brutalities of progress" called revolutions that must precede
the advent of heaven on earth, Grossman traces that link to a mythos of sin and redemption and shows how
the moral concerns of the plot also illuminate Hugo’s aesthetics.

Les Misérables explores the tensions between heroes and scoundrels, chaos and order, law and lawlessness.
Grossman painstakingly follows the novel’s ethical hierarchy from the grotesque (criminality) to the
conventional (bourgeois complacency) and the sublime (sainthood), demonstrating how that hierarchy
corresponds to two other hierarchies: the literary and the political.
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From reader reviews:

Yolanda Ocasio:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Figuring Transcendence in Les
Miserables: Hugo's Romantic Sublime will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or appropriate book with you?

Bette Morgan:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question
mainly because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need that Figuring Transcendence in Les
Miserables: Hugo's Romantic Sublime to read.

Bruce Smith:

This book untitled Figuring Transcendence in Les Miserables: Hugo's Romantic Sublime to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot
of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it via online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Stephen Harvey:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Figuring
Transcendence in Les Miserables: Hugo's Romantic Sublime, you may tells your family, friends in addition
to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.
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